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The Louisiana Purchase
Authors: Erin Castelow and Jenn Twardowski

Lesson Description: Students will be examining and discussing the effects of the
Louisiana Purchase on the United States. They will focus on the expansion of the
country, the population growth, trade opportunities, and bordering enemies.

Grade: 4-5
Time Required: Two 45-50 minute class periods

Benchmark[s] Addressed: History Standard One: Students will study historical events
and persons within a given time-frame in order to identify related cause-and-effect
factors.

Essential Question Addressed: In what ways did the Louisiana Purchase effect the
United States?

Enduring Understanding: The Louisiana Purchase was perhaps the “making point” in
United States history. The “making point” included doubling the size of the country,
increasing trading opportunities, and pushing enemies out of U.S. territory.

Materials:
* KWL chart
* book: Louisiana Purchase, by Peter and Connie Roop
 Hand-outs #1 and #1a: U.S. maps, before 1803
» Hand-out #2: U.S. map, current
» Hand-out #3: Letter from Paris
» Hand-out #4: Treaty (Articles V and VII)
 Hand-out #5: U.S. map, after 1803
 Hand-out #6: Census chart
 Hand-out #7: U.S. map, after 1803
* Hand-out #8: Photos and passage
* Hand-out #9: Cause-and-effect chart
« construction paper and directions to make a foldable (Big Book of Social
Studies by Dinah Zike, p.16)
» markers

Procedures:
Day One —

1. The class will complete the “K” and “W” sections of the KWL chart on an
overhead transparency: “The Louisiana Purchase and its effects on the United
States?”

2. The class will be shown a map of the United States before 1803 (Hand-outs #1
and #1a). Then they will be shown a current map of the United States (Hand-out
#2). Together, they will compare and contrast the two maps.

3. Asaclass, they will discuss how the Louisiana area was owned, first by Spain,
then by France.

4. The teacher will give each student a copy of the letter from Paris (Hand-out #3).
The class will discuss “Why is this letter important to the United States?” The
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Colonial and Brandywine School Districts, University of Delaware,
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teacher will need to focus on the fact that the United States was only a small
portion of North America.

5. The class will listen to the story Louisiana Purchase, by Peter and Connie Roop.
They will discuss the aspects of the book that deal with the “enduring
understanding.”

Sample questions to ask:

“What effects did the Lewis and Clark expedition of Louisiana have on the
United States’ decision to purchase it?”

“What states were formed by the Louisiana Purchase?”

Day Two —

1. The teacher will review what the class discussed yesterday, focusing on the
maps, the articles, and the book.

2. The class will then be given a copy of the Treaty between France and the United
States, Articles V and VII (Hand-out #4). The teacher will read the Treaty and
Avticles aloud. Students will be asked to underline any words they are not
familiar with. After the first reading, the teacher will ask for unfamiliar words.
The class will discuss the meanings of these words based on previous knowledge,
related words, context, etc... The class will then read and “decipher” the articles
together, discussing the removal of troops and cross-country trading.

Sample questions to ask:

“Why would the United States want the French and Spanish military removed
from their new territory?”

“What effects would the removal of other countries’ troops have on the United
States?”

“Why would the United States allow France and Spain to still use the port of
New Orleans?”

“What effects would this 12-year agreement have on the United States?”

3. A map of the United States, after 1803, will be handed out (Hand-out #5). The
class will compare it to the previous maps from yesterday, discussing growth of
the country.

4. The census chart will also be given to each student (Hand-out #6). The class will
see how the population of the United States has grown over time.

Sample questions to ask:
“What information does this chart contain?”
“How has the population changed or remained the same?”
“What trends appear on the chart?”
“How might you account for the changes or trends?”
5. The class will then complete the “L” section of the KWL chart.

Debrief: Students will get into small groups. They will be given another map of the
United States, after 1803 (Hand-out #7) and two photos of documents with Napoleon
Bonaparte’s signature and a passage (Hand-out #8). They can also use the previous hand-
outs to complete the activity. After reading and reviewing the material in their group, the
students will answer the following questions — 1.) What are some effects of the Louisiana
Purchase on the United States? 2.) What caused the United States to remove the French
and Spanish military from the Louisiana are? 3.) How was trade either increased or
decreased after the Louisiana Purchase?

With a partner, the students will create a foldable (directions in Big Book of Social
Studies by Dinah Zike, p. 16) to resemble a map of the United States. On the first inside
section they will draw a map of the United States before the Louisiana Purchase. The
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second inside section should contain a map of the United States right after the Louisiana
Purchase. The third inside section will be a map of the United States, current day.

Assessment: The students will be required to complete a cause-and-effect chart (Hand-
out #9). They need to be able to label four effects of the Louisiana Purchase on the
United States.

References:
*See links under attached hand-outs.
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Hand-out #1
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Hand-out #1a
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www.earlyamerica.com
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Hand-out #2
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http://www.mapsofworld.com/usa/usa-state-and-capital-map.html

Partners
Colonial and Brandywine School Districts, University of Delaware,
Delaware Public Archives, Historical Society of Delaware, and National Constitution Center.


http://www.mapsofworld.com/usa/usa-state-and-capital-map.html

Teaching American History Historical Literacy Project
Lesson Plan Template

Hand-out #3

Title: Extract of a letter from London, forwarding news from Paris, Feb. 22, that the
French intend to settle Louisiana and Florida under command of Gen.
Bernadotte. Goza. [a machine-readable transcription]

Author:

Print Extract of a letter from London, forwarding news from Paris, Feb. 22, that the
Source: French intend to settle Louisiana and Florida under command of Gen.
Bernadotte. Goza.

3:3

Philadelphia Gazette and Daily Advertiser
Philadelphia, PA

4/17/1802

The,
AND DAILY ADVERTISER.
SATURDAY, 7th APRIL 1802.
Extract of a letter from London , dated 1st March , 1802.

" The following is a paragraph of a letter, which I have this moment received from a
friend in Paris , under date of 22d Feb. It is important, and should be known in America

" It is determined, that a Colony shall be settled in LOUISIANA and FLORIDA . Gen.
Bernadotte is to have the command ; its departure will perhaps depend on the accounts
expected from St. Domingo ; preparations are now making for this expedition. |
understand the Indian nations, adjoining Florida, have agents now here, for the purpose of
making Treaties with this Country, to unite themselves with the troops or settlers, that
may be sent from hence. The establishment of this Colony is said to be a darling object,
and it will be pursued with ardor, unless the difficulties that may arise at St. Domingo,
should derange the present plan.”

http://fulltextt6.fcla.edu/cqi/t/text/text-
idx?c=flnp:cc=flnp:sid=24f5e7e113a830356d989cfcdd7d6a32;view=text;rgn=main;idno
=UF00002345
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http://fulltextt6.fcla.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=flnp;cc=flnp;sid=24f5e7e113a830356d989cfcdd7d6a32;view=text;rgn=main;idno=UF00002345
http://fulltextt6.fcla.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=flnp;cc=flnp;sid=24f5e7e113a830356d989cfcdd7d6a32;view=text;rgn=main;idno=UF00002345
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Hand-out #4

Note: The three documents transcribed here are the treaty of cession and two
conventions, one for the payment of 60 million francs ($11,250,000), the other for claims
American citizens had made against France for 20 million francs ($3,750,000).

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE
TRANSCRIPTIONS

TREATY BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC
The President of the United States of America and the First Consul of the French
Republic in the name of the French People desiring to remove all Source of
misunderstanding relative to objects of discussion mentioned in the Second and
fifth articles of the Convention of the 8th VVendé miaire an 9/30 September 1800
relative to the rights claimed by the United States in virtue of the Treaty
concluded at Madrid the 27 of October 1795, between His Catholic Majesty & the
Said United States, & willing to Strengthen the union and friendship which at the
time of the Said Convention was happily reestablished between the two nations
have respectively named their Plenipotentiaries to wit The President of the United
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the Said States; Robert
R. Livingston Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States and James Monroe
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy extraordinary of the Said States near the
Government of the French Republic; And the First Consul in the name of the
French people, Citizen Francis Barbé Marbois Minister of the public treasury who
after having respectively exchanged their full powers have agreed to the following
Articles.

Art: V

Immediately after the ratification of the present Treaty by the President of the
United States and in case that of the first Consul's shall have been previously
obtained, the commissary of the French Republic shall remit all military posts of
New Orleans and other parts of the ceded territory to the Commissary or
Commissaries named by the President to take possession--the troops whether of
France or Spain who may be there shall cease to occupy any military post from
the time of taking possession and shall be embarked as soon as possible in the
course of three months after the ratification of this treaty.

Partners
Colonial and Brandywine School Districts, University of Delaware,
Delaware Public Archives, Historical Society of Delaware, and National Constitution Center.
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Art: VII

As it is reciprocally advantageous to the commerce of France and the United
States to encourage the communication of both nations for a limited time in the
country ceded by the present treaty until general arrangements relative to
commerce of both nations may be agreed on; it has been agreed between the
contracting parties that the French Ships coming directly from France or any of
her colonies loaded only with the produce and manufactures of France or her Said
Colonies; and the Ships of Spain coming directly from Spain or any of her
colonies loaded only with the produce or manufactures of Spain or her Colonies
shall be admitted during the Space of twelve years in the Port of New-Orleans and
in all other legal ports-of-entry within the ceded territory in the Same manner as
the Ships of the United States coming directly from France or Spain or any of
their Colonies without being Subject to any other or greater duty on merchandize
or other or greater tonnage than that paid by the citizens of the United States.
During that Space of time above mentioned no other nation Shall have a right to
the Same privileges in the Ports of the ceded territory--the twelve years Shall
commence three months after the exchange of ratifications if it Shall take place in
France or three months after it Shall have been notified at Paris to the French
Government if it Shall take place in the United States; It is however well
understood that the object of the above article is to favour the manufactures.

http://www.historybuff.com/library/reftreatyl.html
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Hand-out #5
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Hand-out #6

United States’ Population And Census Cost

Census Year Population Census Cost
1790 3,929,214 $44,377

1800 5,308,483 66,109

1810 7,239,881 178,445

1820 9,633,822 208,526

1830 12,866,020 378,545

1840 17,069,458 833,371

1850 23,191,876 1,423,351
1860 31,443,321 1,969,377
1870 38,558,371 3,421,198
1880 50,155,783 5,790,678
1890 62,979,766 11,547,127
1900 76,303,387 11,854,000
1910 91,972,266 1,596,800
1920 105,710,620 2,511,700
1930 122,775,046 40,156,000
1940 131,669,275 67,527,000
1950 151,325,798 91,462,000
1960 179,323,175 127,934,000
1970 203,302,031 247,653,000
1980 226,542,199 1,078,488,000
1990 248,718,301 2,492,830,000
2000 281,421,906 4,500,000,000

http://www.census.qgov/prod/2002pubs/pol02-ma.pdf
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Hand-out #7

www.earlyamerica.com
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Hand-out #8

""Let the Land rejoice, for you have bought Louisiana for a Song.""

--Gen. Horatio Gates to President Thomas Jefferson, July 18, 1803
The Louisiana Purchase has been described as the greatest real estate deal in history. In
1803 the United States paid France $15 million for the Louisiana Territory--828,000
square miles of land west of the Mississippi River. The lands acquired stretched from the
Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian
border. Thirteen states were carved from the Louisiana Territory. The Louisiana Purchase
nearly doubled the size of the United States, making it one of the largest nations in the
world.

U.S. treaties with foreign powers are preserved at the National Archives.

Louisiana Purchase Treaty, April 30, 1803

The Louisiana Purchase consists of three separate agreements between the United States
and France: a treaty of cession and two agreements providing for the exchange of monies
in the transaction. The volume shown above is the French exchange copy of the
convention providing for the settlement of an earlier debt owed by France to the United
States. The first image shows the volume closed; the second shows the volume open to
the page bearing Napoleon Bonaparte's signature.

http://www.archives.qgov/exhibits/american originals/loupurch.html

Partners
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Hand-out #9
Name
Date

In the table below, list the 4 effects of the Louisiana Purchase on the United States. Refer
back to your hand-outs and think about our discussions to help you complete the activity.

Cause Effect
1.
The
. 2.
Louisiana
Purchase
3.
4.

Colonial and Brandywine School Districts, University of Delaware,
Delaware Public Archives, Historical Society of Delaware, and National Constitution Center.
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http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?intldl/mtfront:@field(NUMBER+@band(mtfph+g0040))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g3824p+ct000737))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/detr:@field(NUMBER+@band(det+4a09198))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/consrvbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a28841))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/consrvbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a25130))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llss&fileName=1000/1054/llss1054.db&recNum=292
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llss&fileName=1000/1054/llss1054.db&recNum=292
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llss&fileName=1000/1054/llss1054.db&recNum=221
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0860260b))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0860260b))
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g4164s+pm004400))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/curt:@field(DOCID+@lit(cp03036))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/pan:@field(NUMBER+@band(pan+6a03766))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/consrvbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3g03252))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hh:@field(DOCID+@lit(MT0144))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g3894w+pm010160))
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/2002706805/
http://digital.lib.msu.edu/projects/ssb/display.cfm?TitleID=480&Format=jpg&Pagenum=005
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/2001699659/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0036as.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0036as.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0036as.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0039s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0039s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0039s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0041s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0041s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0041s.jpg
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/2001699654/
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0250100b))
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/95510255/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0037p1s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0037p2s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0038s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0038s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0038s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/lcp0038s.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hawp:@field(NUMBER+@band(codhawp+10033643))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hawp:@field(NUMBER+@band(codhawp+10033643))
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/92501104/
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